378-Partnership for a Comprehensive Invasive Species Information System (CISIS).

Invasive alien species are a leading factor in biodiversity loss. They have serious impacts on livelihoods and interfere significantly with poverty reduction. Sharing information and expertise at a global level is a critical component in prevention and management of invasive alien species.  

The aim of the roundtable discussion is to further the partnership approach to the development of a major invasive species information initiative that will eventually address most of the world´s invasive species information requirements and that builds on the strengths and complementarity of existing global-scale initiatives. One of the direct outcomes will be to consolidate cooperation of entities involved and widen active participation by other potential partners and funders/donors and to secure support and long term funding from GEF and other sources.

There is already close cooperation between the Global Invasive Species Database (GISD), which delivers globally comprehensive information about some of the worst invasive species; the Global Register of Invasive Species (GRIS), which provides annotated records of invasiveness and a reporting service, the Global Invasive Species Information Network (GISIN), which enables searches across the world´s invasive species databases; and the IABIN Invasives Information Network ( I3N), who are enabling countries to develop their own databases and to share data with others. All four initiatives support the Conservation Commons. There is a wider group of potential partners/supporters including the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP); IUCN; CABInternational; The Nature Conservancy (TNC); BioNET INTERNATIONAL, Species 2000 and the Integrated Taxonomic Information System (ITIS), the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), , the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations(FAO); International and regional Plant protection organisations; the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and major data providers such as the Global Compendium of Weeds, UNEP-WCMC, etc. 
