
RED LIST AUTHORITIES 
 
Red List Authorities (RLAs) are responsible for assessing the status of specific taxonomic groups for 
inclusion in the IUCN Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM. No new species will be added to the Red List until it 
has been evaluated by an appointed RLA. In most cases, the RLA is an appropriate SSC Specialist Group, 
with a few stand-alone RLAs (i.e., not directly associated with an existing Specialist Group). In some cases, 
however, organizations from outside of the SSC Specialist Group network act as RLAs. The “focal point” is 
the main contact person for each RLA. The full list of Red List Authorities is given below. 
 

RED LIST AUTHORITY SPECIALIST GROUP / ORGANIZATION FOCAL POINT 

PLANTS 

Arabian Plant RLA IUCN SSC Arabian Plant Specialist Group
Mr Tarik M. Al-Abbasi 
E-mail: tzama@maktoob.com  

Arctic Plant RLA IUCN SSC Arctic Plant Specialist Group Details pending 

Bryophyte RLA IUCN SSC Bryophyte Specialist Group
Dr Tomas Hallingbäck 
E-mail: tomas.hallingback@artdata.slu.se 

Cactus and Succulent RLA IUCN SSC Cactus and Succulent Specialist 
Group

Dr Wolfgang Stuppy 
E-mail: w.stuppy@rbgkew.org.uk  

Caribbean Island Plant RLA Stand-alone RLA 
Dr Eugenio Santiago 
E-mail: esantiagoupr@gmail.com  

Central African Plant RLA Stand-alone RLA 
Mr David Kenfack 
e-mail: david.kenfack@mobot.org  

China Plant RLA IUCN SSC China Plant Specialist Group
Dr Qin Hai-ning 
E-mail: hainingqin@ibcas.ac.cn  

Conifer RLA IUCN SSC Conifer Specialist Group
Mr Aljos Farjon 
E-mail: a.faron@rbgkew.org.uk  

Crop Wild Relative RLA IUCN SSC Crop Wild Relative Specialist 
Group

Dr Ehsan Dulloo 
E-mail: e.dulloo@cgiar.org  

Cuban Plant RLA IUCN SSC Cuban Plant Specialist Group
Dr Rosa Rankin Rodriguez 
E-mail: rosarankin@fbio.uh.cu  

Cycad RLA IUCN SSC Cycad Specialist Group Dr John Donaldson 
E-mail: donaldson@sanbi.org  

Eastern Africa Plant RLA Stand-alone RLA Mr Quentin Luke 
E-mail: quentin.luke@swiftkenya.com  

Ecuador Endemic Plant RLA National Herbarium, Quito Details pending 

European Plant RLA Stand-alone RLA Dr Stephen Jury 
E-mail: s.l.jury@reading.ac.uk  

Fungi RLA IUCN SSC Fungi Specialist Group Details pending 

Galapagos Plant RLA IUCN SSC Galapagos Plant Specialist Group Dr Alan Tye 
E-mail: atye@fcdarwin.org.ec  

Global Tree RLA IUCN SSC Global Tree Specialist Group Details pending 
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Hawaiian Plant RLA IUCN SSC Hawaiian Plant Specialist Group Ms Marie Bruegmann 
E-mail: Marie_Bruegmann@fws.gov  

Indian Ocean Island Plant 
RLA 

IUCN SSC Indian Ocean Island Plant 
Specialist Group Details pending 

Indian Subcontinent Plant 
RLA 

IUCN SSC Indian Subcontinent Plant 
Specialist Group Details pending 

Japanese Plant RLA Stand-alone RLA Dr Tetsukazu Yahara 
E-mail: tyahascb@mbox.nc.kyushu-u.ac.jp  

Korean Plant RLA IUCN SSC Korean Plant Specialist Group Dr Chin-Sung Chang 
E-mail: quercus@plaza.snu.ac.kr  

Lichen RLA IUCN SSC Lichen Specialist Group Dr Christoph Scheiddeger 
E-mail: christoph.scheidegger@wsl.ch  

Macaronesian Island Plant 
RLA 

IUCN SSC Macaronesian Island Plant 
Specialist Group

Mr Manuel Marrero Gómez 
E-mail: mmarrero@tragsa.es  

Madagascar Plant RLA IUCN SSC Madagascar Plant Specialist 
Group

Ms Charlotte Rajeriarison 
E-mail: charlotte.rajeriarison@blueline.mg 

Medicinal Plant RLA IUCN SSC Medicinal Plant Specialist Group Dr Danna Leaman 
E-mail: djl@green-world.org  

Mediterranean Island Plant 
RLA IUCN SSC Mediterranean Island Plant SG Dr Bertrand de Montmollin 

E-mail: gspim@biolconseils.ch  

New Zealand Plant RLA Stand-alone RLA Details pending  

North American Plant RLA NatureServe Dr Bruce Stein  
E-mail: bruce_stein@natureserve.org  

Orchid RLA IUCN SSC Orchid Specialist Group Dr David Roberts 
E-mail: d.roberts@kew.org  

Palm RLA IUCN SSC Palm Specialist Group Dr Scott Zona 
E-mail: palmspecialistgroup@yahoo.com  

Philippine Plant RLA IUCN SSC Philippine Plant Specialist Group Dr Domingo Madulid 
E-mail: dmadulid@yahoo.com.ph  

South Atlantic Island Plant 
RLA IUCN SSC South Atlantic Island Plant SG Dr Rebecca Cairns-Wicks 

E-mail: mount.pleasant@helanta.sh  

Southern African Plant RLA IUCN SSC Southern African Plant Specialist 
Group

Ms Domitilla Raimondo 
E-mail: raimondo@sanbi.org  

Temperate South American 
Plant RLA 

IUCN SSC Temperate South American Plant 
Specialist Group

Ms Ana Elena da Villalobos 
E-mail: avillalo@criba.edu.ar  

MAMMALS 

African Elephant RLA IUCN SSC African Elephant Specialist Group Dr David Balfour 
E-mail: dbalfour@seaon.ac.za  

African Rhino RLA IUCN SSC African Rhino Specialist Group Dr Richard Emslie 
E-mail: emslieafrsg@telkomsa.net  

Afrotheria RLA IUCN SSC Afrotheria Specialist Group Dr Galen Rathbun 
E-mail: grathbun@calacademy.org  

Antelope RLA IUCN SSC Antelope Specialist Group Dr David Mallon 
E-mail: d.mallon@zoo.co.uk  
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Asian Elephant RLA IUCN SSC Asian Elephant Specialist Group Mr Simon Hedges 
E-mail: shedges@wcs.org  

Asian Wild Cattle RLA IUCN SSC Asian Wild Cattle Specialist Group Dr William Duckworth 
E-mail: willduckworthdprk@yahoo.com  

Bear RLA IUCN SSC Bear Specialist Group Mr Djuro Huber 
E-mail: huber@vef.hr  

Bison RLA IUCN SSC Bison Specialist Group Prof. Wanda Olech 
E-mail: olech@alpha.sggw.waw.pl  

Canid RLA IUCN SSC Canid Specialist Group Mr Michael Hoffmann 
E-mail: m.hoffmann@conservation.org  

Caprinae RLA IUCN SSC Caprinae Specialist Group Dr Richard Harris 
E-mail: rharris@montana.com  

Cat RLA IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group Ms Kirsten Nowell 
E-mail: cat@felidae.org  

Cetacean RLA IUCN SSC Cetacean Specialist Group Mr William Perrin 
E-mail: william.perrin@noaa.gov  

Chiroptera RLA IUCN SSC Chiroptera Specialist Group Mr Antony Hutson 
E-mail: hutson.t@btinternet.com  

Deer RLA IUCN SSC Deer Specialist Group Dr Patricia Black de Decima 
E-mail: pblack@csnat.unt.edu.ar  

Edentate RLA IUCN SSC Edentate Specialist Group Dr Gustavo Fonesca 
E-mail: g.fonesca@conservation.org  

Equid RLA IUCN SSC Equid Specialist Group Dr Patricia Moehlman 
E-mail: tan.guides@habari.co.tz  

Hyaena RLA IUCN SSC Hyaena Specialist Group Dr Gus Mills 
E-mail: gusm@sanparks.org  

Lagomorph RLA IUCN SSC Lagomorph Specialist Group Dr Andrew Smith 
E-mail: a.smith@asu.edu  

Otter RLA IUCN SSC Otter Specialist Group Dr Syed Hussain 
E-mail: hussain@wii.gov.in  

Pig, Peccary, and Hippo RLA IUCN SSC Pig, Peccary, and Hippo Specialist 
Group

Dr Kristin Leus 
E-mail: kristin.leus@zooantwerpen.be  

Pinnipeds RLA IUCN SSC Pinniped Specialist Group Dr Kit Kovacs 
E-mail: kit.kovacs@npolar.no  

Polar Bear RLA IUCN SSC Polar Bear Specialist Group Prof. Øystein Wiig 
E-mail: oystein.wiig@nhm.uio.no  

Primate RLA IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group Dr Anthony Rylands 
E-mail: a.rylands@conservation.org  

Non-volant Small Mammal 
RLA Stand-alone RLA Dr Giovanni Amori 

E-mail: giovanni.amori@uniroma1.it  

Small Carnivore RLA IUCN SSC Small Carnivore Specialist Group Dr Will Duckworth 
E-mail: willduckworthdprk@yahoo.com  

South American Camelid RLA IUCN SSC South American Camelid 
Specialist Group

Ms Beatriz Zapata 
E-mail: bzapata@uchile.cl  
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Tapir RLA IUCN SSC Tapir Specialist Group Mr Alan Shoemaker 
E-mail: sshoe@mindspring.com  

Wolf RLA IUCN SSC Wolf Specialist Group Dr Luigi Boitani 
E-mail: boitaini@pan.bio.uniroma1.it  

BIRDS 

Bird RLA BirdLife International Dr Stuart Butchart 
E-mail: stuart.butchart@birdlife.org  

REPTILES 

Crocodile RLA IUCN SSC Crocodile Specialist Group Mr Tom Dacey 
E-mail: tomdacey@ozemail.com.au  

Iguana RLA IUCN SSC Iguana Specialist Group Mr Frederic Burton 
E-mail: rdmoore@conservation.org  

Marine Turtle RLA IUCN SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group Dr Milani Chaloupka 
E-mail: fjburton@blueiguana.ky  

North American Reptile RLA NatureServe Dr Geoffrey Hammerson 
E-mail: Geoff_Hammerson@natureserve.org 

Tortoise and Freshwater 
Turtle RLA 

IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle 
Specialist Group

Dr Peter Paul van Dijk 
E-mail: p.vandijk@conservation.org  

AMPHIBIANS 

Amphibian RLA IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group Dr Robin Moore 
E-mail: rdmoore@conservation.org  

FISH 

Coral Reef Fish RLA IUCN SSC Coral Reef Fish Specialist Group Dr Terry Donaldson 
E-mail: donaldsn@uog9.uog.edu  

Grouper and Wrasse RLA IUCN SSC Grouper and Wrasse Specialist 
Group

Dr Yvonne Sadovy 
E-mail: yjsadovy@hku.hk  

Salmonid RLA IUCN SSC Salmonid Specialist Group Dr Pete Rand 
E-mail: prand@wildsalmoncenter.org  

Shark RLA IUCN SSC Shark Specialist Group Ms Claudine Gibson 
E-mail: claudine@naturebureau.co.uk  

IUCN SSC Sturgeon RLA IUCN SSC Sturgeon Specialist Group Dr M. Pourkazemi 
E-mail: pkazemi_m@yahoo.com  

Syngnathiformes and 
Gasterosteiformes RLA Project Seahorse Dr Amanda Vincent 

E-mail: a.vincent@fisheries.ubc.ca  

Freshwater Fish RLA IUCN SSC/WI Freshwater Fish Specialist 
Group

Dr Jos Snoeks 
E-mail: jos.snoeks@africamuseum.be  

INVERTEBRATES 

Mollusc RLA IUCN SSC Mollusc Specialist Group Dr Mary Seddon 
E-mail: mary.seddon@nwgw.ac.uk  

Odonata RLA IUCN SSC Odonata Specialist Group Dr Viola Clausnitzer 
E-mail: violacl@t-online.de  
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Marine Invertebrate RLA 
(MIRLA) Stand-alone RLA Dr Alex Rogers 

E-mail: Alex.Rogers@ioz.ac.uk  

Terrestrial Invertebrate RLA 
(TIRLA) Stand-alone RLA Dr Sacha Spector 

E-mail: spector@amnh.org  
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